Distribution.zip is a collection of spatial files that contain the National Register of Historic Places, National Park Service (NPS) listings as of April 15, 2003. The spatial files (points and polygons) are generated by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Mapping and Analysis Center (MAC,  http://www.gismaps.fema.gov).   The National Park Service is grateful to FEMA for this service.  

The spatial files are provided in two formats, MapInfo Tab in \tab\ folder and ESRI Shape in \shape\ folder.  Note that shape files are separated into separate point and polygon files.  The points and polygons are created based on the spatial information provided to FEMA by the NPS.  The original coordinates are converted to lat/long (WGS84) from UTM coordinates using the GeoTrans2.2 software.  For records without spatial information or with restricted (sensitive) addresses, the county centroid was used.

This spatial dataset only includes a basic set of attributes, the ‘what’s where’ information. For  additional attributes and documentation, see www.nr.nps.gov/nrisdata.  Please note the limitations of the spatial information when using this dataset.  The “ERROR” field gives some indication (but not all) of the suspected quality problems associated with a record.  While this information will be useful for preservation planning, be forewarned that most of these properties are private and not open to the public.

Questions regarding  the GIS processing of this spatial dataset should be directed to

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

Mapping and Analysis Center

500 C Street SW, Rm 218

Washington, DC 20472

Ph: 202-646-2593

Email: GISMAPS@fema.gov
Questions regarding the attribute data itself can be directed to

Email: nris_info@nps.gov
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